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truth of Hamilton's remark, " If we dream
of effecting this [conceiving the infinite in
time or space], we only deceive ourselves by
substituting the indefinite for the infinite,
than which no two notions can be more
opposed." In fact, Mr. Mill does not seem
to be aware that what the mathematician
calls infinite, the metaphysician calls inde-
finite, and that arguments drawn from the
mathematical use of the term infinite are
wholly irrelevant to the metaphysical. How,
indeed, could it be otherwise? Can any man
suppose that, when the Divine attributes are
spoken of as infinite, it is meant that they
are indefinitely increasable 1 "*

* One of the ablest mathematicians, and the most persevering
Hamiltono-mastix of the day, maintains the applicability of the
metaphysical notion of infinity to mathematical magnitudes ; but
with, an assumption which unintentionally vindicates Hamilton's
position more fully than could have been done by a professed dis-